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Primary School 

 

Every Child– Every Chance to Shine 



 
Respect        Achievement    

Resilience        Endeavour 

SCHOOL MISSION 

To give every child every chance to shine. 
 

SCHOOL VISION 

At Goomalling Primary School our vision is to build a community of students, 

with high expectations who strive for personal excellence in a safe learning 

environment. We are an integral part of the wider Goomalling community, 

supporting students to become purposeful global citizens who are resilient and 

respectful in the face of challenges. 

 

EARLY YEARS COMMITMENT 

We believe that each child is a unique individual who has a right to learn in a 

safe, secure and caring environment. While at Goomalling Primary School they 

are fostered to be curious, confident, independent and respectful learners who 

have every chance to shine, be successful and reach their potential.  



 

 

 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 
Early Childhood Education is the foundation for lifelong learning.  

We believe that teaching and learning must cater for each individual while 
being fun, engaging and inspiring. To do this at Goomalling PS we aim to 
create a learning environment that has a perfect balance of explicit and 
purposeful activities, along with play-based activities that are hands-on and 
cater for individual abilities, that include appropriate levels of challenge. We 
build strong and trusting relationships by showing a genuine interest in each 
child and always having their best interest at heart.  

 

BELONGING 
 All children will feel nurtured, respected and supported with positive 

relationships in a safe and caring environment.  

 

BEING 
 Each child is unique and are given opportunities to facilitate their 

individual interests, strengths and needs.  

 Children are encouraged to become autonomous, independent thinkers, 
as well as develop collaborative skills to work collaboratively.  

 

BECOMING 
 Every child is supported to reach their full potential and individual needs 

are catered for 

 Purposeful and stimulating learning experiences are provided in carefully 
planned indoor and outdoor learning environments.  

 

 

 

 Our Beliefs 



 

 

 

 

TEACHING 

 The Early Years program includes planned, purposeful play, balanced with explicit teaching and a ‘I 
do, We do, You do’ approach that has a clear focus on the curriculum.* 

 Teachers plan learning activities that are engaging for the children, provide time for practice and 
allow them to take risks in a safe environment.  

PLAY-BASED LEARNING  

 Dedicated and intentional play spaces assist students to learn how to solve problems, persevere, 
compromise and cooperative with peers.  

 A balanced play-based learning environment encourages students to practise and apply the skills 
they are taught in the classroom and make connections with literacy, numeracy, and the world 
around them to be a part of their everyday experiences.  

EXPLICIT INSTRUCTION 

 Explicit instruction is instruction that is concrete and visible.  

 New concepts and strategies are explained in clear and concise language.  

 Once explained, students are then given time to practise and apply newly learned concepts with a 
high level of support from the teacher.  

LEARNING 

 Students have the opportunity to learn through engaging activities, hands-on experiences and in 
environments that require them to make decisions and stretch the boundaries of their learning.  

 When selecting best practice, we consider student’s interests, capabilities and evidence of their 
prior learning. 

 Students get the opportunity to take part in whole class, group and individual activities. 

CURRICULUM 

 At Goomalling PS we use the Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF), the WA Curriculum and 
Kindergarten Guidelines as the basis for our programs.  

 Our Early Childhood programs are planned to address all developmental domains: Social-Emotional, 
Physical (fine & gross motor), Cognitive and Language.  

 The curriculum is sequential and logical, ensuring all students experience curriculum engagement 
and success at their individual level.  

 In Early Childhood we are teaching the foundations of Literacy and Numeracy that will be built upon 
in later years.  

 

* For detailed information see Goomalling PS Pedagogy Plan 

 

 

 
Teaching and Learning 



 

 

 

 

EYLF 

The guiding principles of the EYLF will guide decisions made 
in the development of our Early Years program. 

LITERACY 

The Goomalling Primary School English Operational Plan and 
Pedagogy Plan guides classroom practice across the school.  
The Early Childhood class explicitly teaches the six elements 
of evidence based best practise in teaching reading:  
1. Oral language  
2. Phonological awareness  
3. Letter/sound knowledge 
4. Vocabulary development 
5. Fluency  
6. Comprehension 
Each area is planned for intentionally, included in warm-ups and literacy block, monitored and 
reviewed. 

PHONICS and PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS 

In Kindergarten and Pre-primary, we use Letters and Sounds Pre-literacy resources to support oral 
language and develop phonological awareness and other integral components of pre-literacy skills.  

Letters and Sounds Phonics scope & sequence and  

WRITING 

Talk 4 Writing are used to develop student’s skills in spelling, grammar, oral language and writing.  

The Peggy Lego program teaches prewriting patterns, breaking down letters into 7 pencil movements. 
There is a story for each pattern, along with gross motor, sensory / tactile, fine motor and writing 
activities to help consolidate the shapes.  When ready to translate these into letters, they complete 
weekly handwriting lessons using dotted thirds.  

READING 

Once students have sound letter correspondence and are able to blend CVC words independently, they 
begin a take home reading program. All early readers will use decodable reading books. Students 
reaching Level 8 in the PM Benchmark are ready to transition from decodable readers into levelled real 
language readers. Take home reading books should be at the assessed instructional level for each child. 

High frequency words are taught and practised using the Magic 100 progression.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Teaching and Learning 



 

 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 At Goomalling PS assessment is an essential part of the teaching and learning cycle. 

 Whole-school agreed assessment is outlined in the Assessment Schedule below.  

 Students are provided with opportunities to demonstrate their learning through a variety of 
assessment activities as part of an ongoing process.  

 Assessments selected allow students to demonstrate where they are in their learning, where they 
need to go and how to best get there.  

 

 

EARLY INTERVENTION 

Goomalling Primary School is committed to intervene as early as possible to put students on the right 
path. Students identified through On-Entry assessment, ABLES or classroom level screening will have 
Individual Education Plans prepared with parent consultation*. All students in Year 1 and 2 will be 
screened in the MiniLit assessment early in Term 1 for entry into the program. These students attend a 
minimum of 3x 1 hour sessions of MiniLit per week. 

New students will be assessed by classroom teacher including a review of information from previous 
school eg. SEN planning. 

 

* See the Goomalling PS SEN Procedures for further support and information. 

 Assessment 

Assessments Kindergarten Pre-primary Year 1 Year 2 

Early Years Pre-Lit Screen         

On-entry         

PM Benchmark reading (from level 4)         

SA Spelling Test         

Talk 4 Writing 

(Cold / Hot Writing Tasks) 

        

Moderation activities between teachers 
of nearby schools on agreed work 
samples / outcomes 

        

Soundwaves Placement Test   Term 3 on  

Dowerin Maths Assessment         



 

 

 

 

At Goomalling PS we realise the importance of establishing positive and collaborative relationships with 
families.  
 

This is achieved through a number of ways including: 

 Communicating early and often 

 Using the Seesaw app 

 Having an open-door policy 

 Parent helpers (e.g. listening to students read their home readers before school, assisting with 
guided reading or maths rotations).  

 The school organising a variety of school events for the parents to be involved in their child’s 
learning e.g. Mother’s & Father’s Day activities, assemblies, open night.  

 

REPORTING TO PARENTS 

Parents receive an interim report in Term 1. 

Parent teacher interviews are conducted in Term 1  to discuss student progress.  Parents can request 
interviews as required during the year. 

Formal reports are written for all students at the conclusion of each semester.  

Teachers maintain open communication and availability throughout the year to discuss progress and 
achievement with parents.  
 

KINDERGARTEN TRANSITION 

Each year in Term 4 there will be a range of opportunities for the children and parents to participate in 
activities to assist the transition process to school.  

Kindergarten students for the following year will participate in an orientation process in the ECE classroom 
for a weekly 1-1 ½ hour session. 

GPS holds a Kindergarten Information Session during Term 4, inviting parents of Kindergarten students 
starting in the new year. Parents have the opportunity to meet the Kindergarten teachers, Admin staff, 
School Nurse and to find out about how Kindergarten operates at GPS.  

Parents will receive a Kindy bag containing lots of helpful information.  

 

 

 

 

 
Parents as Partners/Transition 



 

 

 

 

FINE MOTOR 

Fine motor skills refer to the ability to use our hands and fingers in functional ways.  

Our fine motor program at Goomalling PS develops strength, dexterity (ability to move items quickly 
with the hand), manipulation, ability to use scissors and correctly hold a pencil by completing a variety 
of hands on fine motor activities, Peggy Lego prewriting activities and cutting practise.  

Teachers plan and deliver an explicit Fine Motor program to students across the year to develop and 
improve these skills. 

 
GROSS MOTOR 

Gross motor (physical) skills are those which require whole body movement and which involve the large 
(core stabilising) muscles of the body to perform everyday functions, such as standing and walking, 
running and jumping, and sitting upright at the table. 

Our gross motor skills incorporates the WA Physical Education curriculum with Fundamental Movement 
Skills in order to sequentially support physical development. 

Students from PP participate in whole school sporting events including swimming lessons, athletics and 
swimming carnivals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Physical Development 



 

 

 

 

WA Curriculum              k10outline - Western Australian Curriculum (scsa.wa.edu.au)  

EYLF                                                       A09-057 EYLF Framework Report WEB.indd (acecqa.gov.au)  

Talk 4 Writing       Outstanding Teacher Training - Talk for Writing (talk4writing.com)  

Letter and Sounds             Letters and Sounds – Free phonics resources for the Letters and Sounds programme (letters-and-sounds.com)  

Peggy Lego—Resources in Room 1     

PM Benchmark Kit—Resource Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
APPENDIX 1—Literacy & Numeracy Resources 

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/acecqa/files/National-Quality-Framework-Resources-Kit/belonging_being_and_becoming_the_early_years_learning_framework_for_australia.pdf
https://www.talk4writing.com/
https://letters-and-sounds.com/


 

 

 

 

Strategic Plans and Monitoring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching and Learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support Documents 

 

 
APPENDIX 2—Goomalling PS Essential Documents 



 

 

 

 

 

1.1 Program:   The educational program enhances each child’s learning 

and development. 

1.2 Practice:   Educators facilitate and extend each child’s learning and 

development. 

1.3 Assessment and Planning:   Educators and co-ordinators take a 

planned and reflective approach to implementing the program for each 

child. 

Quality Area 1  

Educational program and practice 



2.1 Health:   Each child’s health and physical activity is supported and promoted. 

2.2 Safety:   Each child is protected. 

Quality Area 2 

Children’s health and safety 



3.1 Design:   The design of the facilities is appropriate for the operation of a school. 

3.2 Use:   The school environment is inclusive, promotes competence and supports exploration and play -

based learning. 

Quality Area 3 Physical environment 



4.1 Staffing arrangements:   Staffing arrangements enhance children's learning and development. 

4.2 Professionalism:    School administrators, educators and staff are collaborative, respectful and ethical.  

Quality Area 4 

Staffing arrangements 



5.1 Relationships between educators and children:    Respectful and equitable relationships are maintained 

with each child. 

5.2 Relationships between children:    Each child is supported to build and maintain sensitive and responsive 

relationships. 

Quality Area 5 

Relationships with children 



6.1 Supportive relationships with families:    Respectful relationships with families are developed and 

maintained and families are supported in their parenting role. 

6.2 Collaborative partnerships:    Collaborative partnerships enhance children’s inclusion, learning and 

wellbeing. 

Quality Area 6 
Collaborative partnerships with families and communities 



7.1 Governance:    Governance supports the operation of a quality school. 

7.2 Leadership:    Effective leadership builds and promotes a positive organisational culture and professional 

learning community. 

Quality Area 7 

Leadership and service management 


